
T en years ago I was preparing to emcee a show for the 
local magic club, Ring 37, in Nashville. Backstage I saw 
this kid sitting next to some magic props. As I looked 

in his direction, he suddenly jerked. He did it again. I began 
to watch. He was constantly moving: from minor tics to wild 
jerking motions. I wondered how this kid had gotten back 
here and why he was sitting next to a table full of magic. I 
was sure he was going to knock everything off the table at any 
moment. When I was given the names of the performers for 
the show, there was one name I did not know: Jason Michaels. 
Yep. He was the kid I was sure was going to be causing the 
loud crashing noise at any second. I thought, “bless his heart.” 
(That’s a flexible and most useful southern expression which 
in this case meant, “You’ve got to be kidding me.”) During the 
show I introduced Jason then went around to see what he was 
going to try to do. He was terrific! There were absolutely no 
signs of the trouble he was having backstage. It was as if he 
had become another person. Since that introduction we have 
became great friends and I’m trilled to be able to share some 
of his story with the readers of Genii.

Jason Michaels has Tourette Syndrome (TS), which is a neu-
rological disorder characterized by tics—involuntary, rapid, 
sudden movements or vocalizations that occur repeatedly in 
the same way. The disorder is also characterized by periodic 
changes in the number, frequency, type, and location of the 

tics, along with the waxing and waning of their severity. Jason 
explains that having a Tourette tic is a little like having the 
urge to sneeze: at times you might be able to suppress the urge 
temporarily, but eventually it must be expressed. Most people 
have much to learn about TS. Jason said many people think 
TS is synonymous with coprolalia (uttering swear words) and 
that he will let fly with a string of profanity in the middle of a 
show. While some people with TS exhibit coprolalia, most do 
not, and Jason does not. Although I joked with Jason that he 
could start his show by telling the audience “I have Tourette 
but don’t worry, things will go fine as long as that S.O.B. in the 
front row gets the hell out of here.” Fortunately, Jason didn’t 
take my advice. 

Jason became interested in magic around the age of 16. A 
man in his church encouraged Jason and convinced him to 
work toward doing some shows. He took the time to help 
Jason learn Bob Sheets’ rope through the body. Within a few 
short months Jason was doing magic for his church youth 
group. And he was doing it well. After graduating from col-
lege with a major in theater, Jason read an ad stating that 
magician Brett Daniels was looking for a backstage assistant. 
With no place to live, but a strong desire to work with a magi-
cian who was doing the real thing, Jason contacted Brett and 
moved to Memphis. Jason spent the next two and half years in 
Memphis, most of that time working with Brett. Jason knew 

that this was his school and he used the time to work hard for 
Brett and to learn as much as he could.

Out of that experience Jason wrote and put together his 
own stage show, returned to Nashville, and began performing 
in the area as often as he could. Jason did it all. He rented 
theaters, promoted his show, and sold tickets. To help get the 
word out, Jason developed a website (www.secretsandillu-
sions.com) and began publishing an e-zine. At the same time 
he worked on his close-up magic, began to perform in several 
area restaurants, and developed a smaller stand-up show he 
could present without the need for assistants. 

In 2005 Jason entered the close-up contests at both the 
S.A.M. and the I.B.M. conventions. Like many performers, he 
hoped to get his name in front of the right people and have 
a chance for them to see him work. Performing the cups and 
balls in a Shakespearean persona, Jason did well, finishing 
second twice to none other than Ivan Amodei. 

Jason went back to help Brett Daniels work on Brett’s new 
show Wohscigam. Jason feels that he continues to learn from 
Brett as well as other magicians. He acknowledges the help 
he has received from Nashville area magicians. (Nashville has 
some good magicians and performers!) Jason is a member of 
both the local Nashville magic clubs: I.B.M. Ring 37 and SAM 
Assembly 50. He is grateful for the help and ideas his friends 
in those clubs have shared and appreciates both friends and 
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